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FSEM Committee
February 24th, 2025 Regular Meeting
Time and Location: 4-5pm, DuPont324

In attendance:

2024-2025 FSEM Committee
· 2025 Bridgette Dennett, Chair (Assistant Professor, CAS)
· 2025 Marcus Leppanen, Secretary (Assistant Professor, CAS)
· 2025 Virginia Mackintosh (Associate Professor, CAS)
· 2026 Gary Richards (Professor, CAS)
· 2027 Ginny Morriss (Assistant Professor, CAS)

EX OFFICIO MEMBERS
· April Wynn, Director of the First-Year Experience 

Guest Member (Non-voting role)
· October Edwards, Research and Instruction Librarian
I. Old Business:
a. SLOs?
i. The committee discussed the relationship between FSEM SLO’s and their place within the broader context of the first-year experience program
1. The committee discussed the value in holding onto streamlined SLO’s that were re-worked in 2023-2024 until a later date to avoid confusion that would come along with small incremental updates to the FYE
a. For messaging: The committee prefers to use “clarifying” or “streamlining” of the SLO’s given that they were not fully reworked
2. The committee discussed that ongoing work of the First Year Experience Advisory Committee may result in SLO’s representing the broader first-year experience and not just the FSEM. The committee noted that SLO’s that get moved out of FSEM or reworked likely need to be placed somewhere in the overall FYE
b. Process of approvals – Spring deadline 
i. The Committee has received no communication at any level about Spring 2025 proposals despite the announcement going out
II. New Business:
a. Request for FSEM name change 
i. FSEM 100Q3 from Leadership and Social Justice to Dimensions of Leadership
1. Committee voted to approve this name change
ii. Other Name Changes – HIST 201 and 202 and others 
1. HIST 201: History of Fredericksburg was redesignated as FSEM 100V9
a. As a committee we did not request a designation change, but voted to approve the course being taught as is given it was previously approved through the FSEM process
2. The committee discussed that any future name change requests will be compiled by the committee chair and disseminated to members through an online voting form
a. Final approval will still need to go through UFC
b. The committee determined that name changes can be reviewed until May this year
b. Professional Development for May/Aug - what would be helpful?
i. The committee discussed that only the May or August meeting should be required for new FSEM instructors, not both
1. Spring Professional Development Day is Tuesday, May 13th from 9:30am to 4:00pm
ii. The committee discussed the format for the May workshop
1. The session will be designed to be valuable to both new and returning FSEM instructors
a. The general goal will be for instructors to discuss tips and tricks that have worked for them in the FSEM
b. The committee is willing to provide breakout advisement opportunities within the broader session structure for those who want specific feedback on developing an FSEM proposal
i. Templates and samples can be provided by the committee to help
2. The committee members will plan to make themselves available to staff the session that day
iii. August workshop should still have value as a way to get new ideas fresh in instructors’ minds as they finalize syllabi. No formal decision was made on what that workshop should be about.
III. Upcoming Meetings:
a. Monday, March 24th from 4pm-5pm
b. April 21st from 4-5 at Rey Azteca

Meeting Adjourned: 4:47pm
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